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Divorce is a universal human phenomenon. It has been
in existence since the institution of marriage. Marriage
is subject to two factors leading to marital dissolution,
separation or divorce, and widowhood.
The existence of divorce in Western societies has
striking variations. According to statistics, the United
States has the highest divorce rates. There is a cyclical
distribution of divorce rates in the United States. Certain
periods find high divorce rates; during other periods curtail
divorce rates are lower. In the United States the prevalence
of divorce tends to follow fluctuations of the economy.
Whenever the economy is prosperous, divorce rates drop;
when prosperity does not prevail, divorce rates increase.
Although divorce rates in the United States have
fluctuated in the past, they are presently moving in a
steadily upward trend. However, the United States has not
always had the highest divorce rates. Japan, for example,
had the highest divorce rates up until the early part of
the nineteenth century.1 Prom 1887 - 1919, Japan had the
iDonald Bogue, Principles of Demography, (New York,
1969), p. 342.
2
highest divorce rates among the Western countries. Conjugal
instability in Japan was partly attributed to marital customs,
in which the in-laws played an important role in the married
couples life.1 Switzerland, too, has been noted for having
high divorce rates. High divorce rates are also found in
Denmark, Canada, Algeria and Germany. Low divorce rates
are found in England, Wales, Chile and Belgium.
Within societies that entail high, as well as low
divorce rates, structual differences are of the upmost
importance. Today Japan, for example, is characterized
by having a low percentage of divorces, whereas only less
than 50 years ago they were among the highest. One reason
for this change is the re-establishment of traditional
marriage customs. Today in Japan, most marriages are
based on personal choice.
In some countries where polygny is practiced, separa
tion is permitted but not divorce. Therefore, such countries
would be characterized by having a low prevalence of divorce.
Over the last 20 years, the divorce pattern in the
United States has varied. Prior to 1950, the divorce rate
in the United States had reached its peak.
llbid., p. 358.
^Bogue, Principles of Demography, p. 358.
Statement of the Problem
The purpose of this thesis is to examine the prevalence
of divorce among blacks and whites in the United States in
1970. Another purpose is to examine such variables as
age divergence among couples that remarry and the proportion
of eligible spouses that are available for marriage among
blacks and whites. Several studies have been done on the
incidence of divorce, and very little on its prevalence.
However, no research has been undertaken on remarriage and
age divergence among blacks and whites in remarriages. On
the other hand, no research has been done on the prevalence
of eligible spouses in the population. These two unresearch-
ed problems are the central focus of this study.
The investigation of this thesis is directed toward
two hypotheses. The first hypothesis states that there
are not as many eligible males per divorced or widowed
females in the black population as in the white population.
The second hypothesis states that for women who have re
married following divorce and widowhood, there is a much
wider divergence in age between spouses in black remarried
couples than in white couples who have, likewise, remarried.
Data from which these hypotheses will be investigated is
based on the 1970 Census of Population.
Organization of Thesis
Chapter II will consist of a review of literature.
The information in this chapter is derived from such
journals as The American Sociological Review, The American
Journal of Sociology, The Journal of Marriage and the
Family, Phylon and other professional journals. Further
more, Chapter II presents a brief analysis of most of the
major works that have been published on divorce. Chapter
III gives the rationale for testing the two hypotheses
underlying this thesis and it will also provide a theoreti
cal framework from which the hypotheses were generated.
Chapter IV will discuss the analysis of the data from which
the hypotheses of this thesis are tested. Chapter V presents




Divorce is a social phenomenon upon which much
research has been undertaken. The first national survey
was conducted in 1887. It was not until 20 years later,
however, that another survey was conducted. Prior to the
1960's, sources of data pertaining to divorce was inadequate
due to faulty statistical analysis. "The widest range of
census information in the nation's history relating to
occurrence and permanence of marriage became available from
the 1960 census."1 Collection of data on divorce has not
been carefully recorded and analyzed. "Data about divorce
decrees are collected with even less precision and com
pleteness than those about marriages, and less information
is collected about the persons involved."2 Nevertheless,
sociologists, demographers, statisticians, and others
have subjected this phenomenon to considerable research.
William Chavis and Gladys Lyles, Divorce Among Educated
Black Women, (Tuskegee, Ala., 1974), p. 12.
2Bogue, Principles of Demography, p. 649.
The following review of literature will focus on
the prevalence of divorce and its incidence. Incidence
of divorce refers to how often it occurs; the prevalence of
divorce refers to a status. It refers to the frequency
of divorce status.
Divorce Incidence
More research has been undertaken which investigates
the incidence of divorce as opposed to its prevalence.
The incidence of divorce is related to how frequent divorce
occurs. It is affected by such factors as age, role con
flict, marital incompatability, and economic conditions.
Because of these related factors, the incidence of divorce
tends to be high. The following sections first summarize
relevant research on divorce incidence and secondly, on
divorce prevalence.
Divorce Incidence and Age of Household Head
Bogue points out that a large proportion of divorce
occur in marriages that were formalized at an early age.
It is believed that when couples marry at an early age, it
is highly probable that the marriage will end in divorce.
Bayer tends to agree with this conclusion.
llbid., pp. 639-640.
Those who have experienced early marriage
are considerably more likely to experience
greater marital discord, including less
marital satisfaction and more marital disso
lution, than are those who marry at a later age.^
In addition, the probability of getting divorced be
comes greater, as will be illustrated later, when couples
from low socioeconomic levels marry at an early age.
Divorce Incidence and Socioeconomic Status of Household Head
A person's occupation is highly correlated with divorce.
Numerous studies done by Goode, Monahan and others show
that as a person's occupational achievements advance, the
lesser are his chances of getting divorced. The probability
of getting divorced may be determined by one's income.
Levinger points out that another reason for the difference
in divorce proneness among occupational groups relates to
the stability of the husband's homelife as associated with
his occupation.2 In addition, the relationship between
occupation and divorce may also be explained in terms of the
varying number of contacts with the opposite sex.
■'■Alan Bayer, "Early Dating and Early Marriage," Marriage
and the Family XXX (November 1968): 631.
2George Levinger, "Marital Cohesiveness and Dissolution:
An Intergrative Review," Marriage and the Family XXVII
(February 1965): 36.
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Kephart agrees that there appears to be a rough correla
tion between the frequency of divorce and occupational
level.1 Although Kephart did not necessarily agree that
the highest rate of divorce comes from those occupations
calling for excessive contact with the opposite sex, he
does believe that a person's occupation is closely related
2
to divorce.
Bogue, who also saw a correlation between socioeconomic
status and divorce, points out that divorce is much more
characteristic today of the lower socioeconomic groups in
our society than in upper occupational levels. Hunt
suggests that regardless of race, those of lower socio-
economic status have a higher divorce rate than those of
the middle and upper status. "Non-whites whose average
socioeconomic status is marked lower than that of whites,
have been more divorce prone than whites in every census
year but one since 1890."4
William Kephart, "Occupational Level and Marital Disrup
tion, " American Sociological Review XX (August 1955): 457.
2Ibid., p. 457.
3Bogue, Principles of Demography, p. 651.
4Morton Hunt, The World of the Formerly Married (New
York, 1966), p. 18.
Divorce Incidence and Education of Household Head
Glick and Carter point out that persons with a high
educational level tend to divorce more frequently than
those with a lower level of education.1 In view of
previous studies on divorce, most researchers agree with
Glick, Carter, and Renne that blacks with a low level of
education are more likely to end their marriage in divorce
than whites of comparable educational status. Education
seems to be an important variable in determining the co
nes iveness of a marriage. Goode concludes that divorce
rates of blacks who actually finish college, however, is
almost as low as that of those who have very little
education.2
Divorce Incidence and Urban and Rural Areas
Sweet and Bumpass conclude that variations in divorce
between blacks and whites are based on those living in the
Deep South and the non-South.3 Blacks from the Deep South,
as well as those who continue to reside there, have a low
ipaul Glick and Hugh Carter, "Marriage Patterns and Edu
cational Levels," American Sociological Review XXIII (June
1958): 298.




incidence of divorce. Divorce rates are higher for those
living in the non-South. "Persons who left the South
and lived in the non-southern states at the time of
enumeration have rates of marital disruption that are
almost as high as those of the indigenous non-southern blacks
Divorce Incidence and Race
Goode attempts to explain why the incidence of divorce
is greater among blacks than whites. His major explanation
focuses on socioeconomic instability of blacks.
To the extent that economic factors create
an inverse relationship between income-
occupation proneness, we would expect the
Negro group to exhibit a higher divorce
rate: Negroes are over-represented in the
lower strata.2
Divorce Incidence and Sex of Household Head
Most divorces are granted to women rather than men.
"Nearly three fourths of all divorces are granted to wives."3
This does not mean that women are always the innocent party,
rather it is easier for the woman to acquire the divorce on
ljames Sweet and Larry Bumpass, "Differential in Marital
Instability of the Black Population," Phylon XXXV (September
1974): 326.
2William Goode, After Marriage (Illinois, 1956), p. 38.
3Clifford Kirkpatrick, The Family as Process and Institu
tion (New York, 1963), pp. 577-578.
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certain grounds, than it is for the man. Goode believed
that the husband usually wants the divorce before the wife.1
Divorce Prevalence
Very little research has been published pertaining to
the prevalence of divorce. The prevalence of divorce is not
as high as its incidence. It is affected by two factors:
(1) divorce incidence, and (2) remarriage. Incidence affects
the prevalence of divorce by adding to the number of divorced
persons; whereas the incidence of remarriage affects the pre
valence of divorce by subtracting from the number of divorced
persons. Factors leading to divorce and factors leading to
the incidence of remarriage may or may not be the same.
Therefore, studies of divorce prevalence must focus on
factors which lead to the incidence and remarriage of
divorce.
Divorce Prevalence and Age of Household Head
Lantz and Snyder conclude that divorced men and women
tend to have married at a younger age than nondivorced men
and women. According to Lantz and Snyder:
The average age of first marriage for
divorced females was 19.9 years and for non-
divorced females 21.5 years; for divorced males
it was 23.2 years and for nondivorced males
24.1 years.2 *
iGoode, After Marriage, p. 39.
^Herman Lantz and Eloise Snyder, Marriage^ (New York, 1969) ,
p. 406.
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Hunt points out that those who marry at an early age
and later divorce add to the not-so-old population of those
formerly married.1 The ages of divorcees range from 30-50.
This phenomena has proved to be a contradiction to the
belief that the majority of divorcees are older people.
Hunt ends his findings with the statement "marriage is not
a world of very young adults."2
Sweet and Bumpass have shown that divorce is higher
among black women than white women, when both marry at a
young age. They conclude that "black women who married for
the first time at age 14-17 have rates of marital dis
ruption that are more than 14 points higher than those
who first married at ages 18-21."^
According to Glick and Mills,
Blacks who had married in 1965 to 1967 well
before they had reached the central ages for
marriage, were half as likely to be living apart
from their spouse in 1970 as those who had post
poned their marriage until they reached the
optimum age range for a black marriage to remain
intact. This age range is about 25 to 29 years
for women.'*
iHunt, The World of the Formerly, Married, p. 18.
2Ibid., p. 18.
Glick and Karen Mills, "Black Families: Marriage
Patterns and Living Arrangements," Paper presented at the




Divorce Prevalence and Socioeconomic Status of Household Head
A married couple's socioeconomic status is of signifi
cant importance in determining the prevalence as well as
the incidence of divorce. Some researchers look at the
socioeconomic status of a family as an important variable
in the prevalence of divorce.
Kirkpatrick believes that as economic stability of
families begins to weaken so do the marital bonds or
solidarity that hold them together.1 Economic instability
may present a threat to the males' authoritarian figure,
as well as his role in that the wife may become the bread
winner, all of which further complicates the cooperation
and marital bonds which once may have existed.
Competition, individualism, and status
striving may make for marital disharmony.
The striking increase in the employment of
women outside the home may have mild in
fluence on marital adjustment, but the
possibility of self respect support drasti
cally weakens the barrier to divorce.2
While Lantz and Snyder tend to agree with this conclu
sion involving socioeconomic status and divorce; Morton's
views were also conclusive with the general findings,that




the prevalence of divorce is greater among low socioeconomic
levels.
Men who are still with their first wife tend to have
higher levels of income, and less divorce prone than those
who have been divorced and remarried.^ This finding is
true for both blacks and whites.
The proportion of men ever married who were
known to have been divorced tended to diminish
as the amount of the man's income increased.
But for black men the lowest proportion known
to have been divorced occurred among men with
income near the median income level.
Divorce is prevalent among males from low socioeconomic
levels for both blacks and whites. "Among both black and
white men, only about one-half of those in the consistently
low socioeconomic group were married and still living with
their wife. The proportion known to have been divorced was
high and at the same level for both black and white men in
the lower group."3
As far as occupation is concerned, Udry concludes that
divorce prevalence among occupational status has a direct
and Mills, "Black Families: Marriage Patterns
and Living Arrangements," p. 9.
2Ibid.
3Glick and Mills, "Black Families: Marriage Patterns
and Living Arrangements," p. 15.
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relationship among males.1 Divorce is more prevalent among
lower status occupations for men than in high occupational
status. "Occupational status has the same relationship
to marital stability in non-white and white males except
that non-white rates are more than double the white rates."2
Occupational status and divorce prevalence is not as direct
and clear for women as it is for men. One reason for this
relationship is that divorce rates vary when compared
against women and occupational status.
Divorce Prevalence and Remarriage
In the history of marital relations in the United
States, divorce has been regarded as a taboo. Even today,
in some rural areas, a stigma is still attached to divorce.
In addition, divorcees, especially women, are under pressure
to remarry. In areas where divorce is merely a simple
matter, striking variations have occurred between divorced
men and women.
Billingsley illustrates in his study on remarriage,
that among the majority of females who divorce in their
late twenties, their probability of remarriage is greater
Richard J. Urdy, "Marital Instability by Race, Sex,
Education, and Occupation Using 1960 Census Data," American
journal of Sociology LXXII (September 1966), p. 209.
2Ibid., p. 209.
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than those who are single, marrying in their late twenties.
"Apparently about 94 percent of women divorcing at age 30
will eventually remarry."1 Remarriage may result from
societal pressure. Such pressure encompasses hostile
attitudes held against a working woman, or the belief
that women's work is in the home. A woman also may
receive pressure in that she is a threat to her married
friends, for they, supposedly, believe that the divorcee
may be after their mate. Other pressures include the
inadequacy of a working woman to take care of her children
and the popular belief that a child needs both a father
and another present to create a positive home environment.
Various studies conclude that women tend to remarry
faster than men. This finding may be explained in terms
of the age of women marrying in general. Women that marry
at a young age are more prone to remarry than those that
marry at a later age.
Most persons marrying at an earlier age
are persons whose first marriage was broken by
divorce and most of those remarrying at the
later ages are persons whose previous marriage
was broken by death of spouse.2
Andrew Billingsley, Black Families in White America
(New Jersey, 1968), p. 331.
2paul Glick and Emanuel Landau, "Age as a Factor in
Marriage," American Sociological Review XVI (August 1955):521
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Landis points out that remarriage for most couples is
very successful.^" Divorce serves as a guide as well as a
lesson for some. In the process of remarrying they are
aware of their difficulties as well as their good points,
all which enables them to build a more solid and steady
marriage. However, Landis also denotes some variations
in a study done in the District of Columbia. The major
finding was that remarriage involves a greater risk. "Where
both partners had been married previously, marriages had
lasted less than half as long prior to divorce or separa
tion as those in which couples were ending their first
marriage."*
Divorce prevalence and Education of Household Head
Lantz and Snyder point out that the prevalence of divorce
is higher among persons with lower levels of education than
those with higher levels.3 As the level of education in
creases, the prevalence of divorce decreases.
Udry points out that there is a inverse relationship
between divorce and education status.4 His views were
ipaul Landis, Making the Most of Marriages (New York,
1970), p. 656.
2Ibid., p. 65.
3Lantz and Snyder, Marriage, p. 396.
4Udry, "Marital Instability by Race, Sex, Education and
Occupation Using 1970 Census Data;1 p. 209.
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conclusive with Lantz and Snyder.
When as one compares non-whites and whites of
the same sex, non-white rates of disruption
are from one and a half to more than two times
the rate for whites of the same educational
level.1
Glick and Mills conclude that "as the level of educa
tion in the population increases, those who remain in the
lower educational ranks tend to retain among their numbers
an increasing proportion of persons with limited capacity
to complete not only in school but also in the marriage
market."2 As far as women are concerned, divorce is less
prevalent among those with higher levels of education.
The proportion of women known to have been
divorced is relatively high in the same education
al levels where women with their first marriage
intact is relatively low - notably among those
with an incomplete high school or college educa-
tion and among those with graduate school training.
Divorce Prevalence and Race
Lantz, Snyder, Goode, Glick, Mills, and others all agree
that the prevalence of divorce is higher among blacks than
whites. Williamson believes that a number of factors account
, p. 207.
2Glick and Mills, "Black Families: Marriage Patterns
and Living Arrangements," p. 11.
3ibid., p. 12.
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for this phenomenon. Such factors include educational
attainment, the socioeconomic status of a family, marital
values in terms of one's belief, income as well as the
ability to attain occupational mobility, and age.^ Farley
and Hermalin also agree that the prevalence of divorce is
higher for blacks than whites.
Summary of the Review of Literature
Most of the studies done on the prevalence of divorce
are conclusive with the general findings. It is widely
accepted that because of the incidence of divorce and re
marriage, the prevalence of divorce is higher among blacks
than whites. It is also conclusive that lower levels of
socioeconomic status and education are factors related to the
prevalence of divorce.
No recent studies have been done on age differences and
remarriages; this is the focus of this thesis. Chapter III
will provide the rationale and hypotheses to be investigated
in a subsequent chapter, and will discuss the data sources
through which this problem is investigated.
•'•Robert Williamson, Marriage and Family Relations (New
York, 1972), p. 527.
CHAPTER III
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND RATIONALE
Marital Status and the prevalence of Divorce
Table 1 shows that there is little variation in the
prevalence of being single by age, but a slight difference
by sex appears before age 25. According to the 1970 Census,
there is a greater proportion of single black males than
single white males. At age 25 and above, single rates de
crease for all sexes. However, they continue to remain
highest for black males. By age 55, the proportion of
single persons for all races and sexes is about six percent.
Until age 55 the prevalence of marriage is greater among
whites than blacks. "Throughout the period since 1890, the
proportion married among blacks 25 to 44 has tended to be
smaller than that for whites, and the gap has widened in
recent years."1 After age 55, due to the increasing male
mortality, major differences in marriage rates appear by
sex, and racial differences begin to disappear. Male mortality
is equally applicable to blacks and whites alike.
and Mills. "Black Families? Marriage Patterns
and Living Arrangement," p. 4.
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Furthermore, according to Table 1, at all ages and for
all races, females are more likely to be widowed, especially
black females. An interesting situation exists in com
paring rates of widowhood and marriage among black women.
The proportion of black females that are married is low,
while the proportion of black females that are widowed is
extremely high, as compared to white females. Widowhood
rates are as high as 76 percent for black females above 85.
After age 50, the prevalence of widowhood increases sharply,
but more among females than males because of increasing male
mortality, which is especially higher among black males.
Prior to 25, divorce prevalence for females is higher
than males, and few racial variations exist. After age 25
divorce prevalence for black females increases very sharply
above that of white females and the same is true but not
to the same degree for black males over white males. Table
1 indicates that divorce prevalence is as high as eight
percent for black females, and six percent for black males in
the middle ages of life. Several factors are related to the
high prevalence of divorce among blacks. Such factors include,
economic conditions, the incidence of divorce, and remarriage.
Glick and Mills point out that:
Blacks who had married in 1965 to 1967 well before
they had reached the central ages for marriage,
were half as likely to be living apart from their
22
spouse in 1970 as those who has postponed their
marriage until they reached the optimum age range
for a black marriage to remain intact.1
Divorce, the Sex Ratio, and the Probability of Remarriage
Glick and others point out that one possible reason for
the high prevalence of divorce and widowhood among black
females is the lack of eligible partners. Bogue shows that
there has never been a time when the sex ratio for blacks
was above 100.2 Table 2 incidates that for those under 14,
the sex ratio is high for both races.3 As age increases,
the sex ratio for blacks decreases more sharply than whites.
Ratios decline among blacks 30-54 at a ratio of 84, while
it is 94 for whites 30-54. Sex ratios become lower among
whites than blacks for those 75 and over. This variation
may be due to the undercount of blacks at these ages.
Table 2 indicates that overall, the sex ratio is higher
among whites than blacks. In essence, there are more white
males per 100 females than there are black males.
Table 3 indicates the age difference between all married
couples and couples married more than once. It also shows
the distribution of age differences among married couples,
and couples married more than once, based on percents.
1Ibid., pp. 5-6.
2Bogue, Principles of Demography, p. 303.
3The sex ratio is defined as the number of males per 100
females, see Bogue, p. 166.
TABLE 1
MARITAL STATUS (PERCENT) BY AGE, RACE, AND SEX,
UNITED STATES, 1970
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1972. U. S. Government Printing Office, Table 1.
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TABLE 2




























































Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census. U. S. Census
of Population, 1970. General Population
Characteristics. United States Summary,
PC(1)-B1, Table 52.
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Table 3 indicates that slight variations exist between blacks
and whites in the median age difference between spouses.
Among couples who have married once, and those who have
been married more than once, the age of the husband is
basically the same between blacks and whites for all
marital unions.
According to Table 3, the percentages for husbands 2
years or younger than their wives is slightly higher among
whites than blacks. This means that the proportion of
husbands who are 2 or more years younger than their wives
is higher among white husbands than black husbands. On
the other hand, Table 3 also indicates that the proportion
of husbands 5 or more years older than their wives is higher
among blacks than whites. However, very little differences
exist in the percentages of blacks and whites who are either
2 or more years younger than their wives; or 5 or more years
older than their wives.
According to Table 3 differences in the age of husbands
older than their wives is higher among black husbands than
white husbands. It is widely assumed that very little
divergence in age exists among married couples. The findings
in Table 3 contradict this assumption. The probability
of husbands being 5 or more years older than their wives
is even greater when specific age groups are taken into
27
consideration. Along with the low sex ratio among blacks,
these findings indicate that there are more black females
than there are black males; and that also among black
couples, a large proportion of husbands are likely to be
much older than their wives.
Hypotheses
On the basis of a review of literature pertaining to
divorce prevalence and the data of Tables 2 and 3, the
following hypotheses were suggested, and they form the
basis for the remainder of this study and thesis.
(1) There are not as many eligible males per
divorced or widowed female in the black
population as in the white population.
(2) For women who have remarried following
divorce and widowhood, there is a much wider
divergence in age between spouses in black
remarried couples than in white couples who
have likewise remarried.
The first hypothesis states that there are not as many eli
gible males per divorced or widowed females in the black
population as in the white population. In the United States
the proportion of females that are widowed and divorced is
higher among blacks than whites. The proportion of black
males that are divorced and widowed is lowest in the United
States as compared to the proportion of white males and
females. The prevalence of eligible males seems to be
TABLE 3
MEDIAN AGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE
BY RACE AND TIMES MARRIED, 1970
White
Husband Once-Wife More than Once
Husband More than Once-Wife Once
Both More than Once
Husband and Wife Married Once
Black
Husband Once-Wife More than Once
Husband More than Once-Wife Once
Both More than Once
Husband and Wife Married Once
Difference Between Black and Whitea
Husband Once-Wife More than Once
Husband More than Once-Wife Once
Both More than Once
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Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, 1970, Marital Status.
Final Report PC(2)-4C. Washington, D. C; 1972. U. S. Government
Printing Office, Table 11.
difference refers to the number of each black marital unions minus the number of
each white marital unions.
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lower among blacks than whites. There are various reasons
that may account for this lack of eligible partners for
black females. First of all, mortality is higher among
black males than white males. Secondly, a large proportion
of black males that are at marriage ages are already
married or separated. Another factor also related to
this problem is the low sex ratio among blacks at birth
and at all subsequent ages. These findings indicate that
the proportion of eligible males may be higher among whites
than blacks. Thus, the probability of black females ac
quiring eligible spouses is low as compared to white females
acquiring eligible spouses.
The second hypothesis states in marriages where women
have remarried following divorce and widowhood, there should
be a much wider divergence in age between spouses in black
remarried couples than in white couples who have likewise
remarried. Table 1 indicates that the prevalence of
divorce is highest among black females 35-54. Because
of this high rate, for those 35-54 who consider remarriage,
mate eligibility becomes a problem. As indicated in Table
1, eligibility becomes a problem among black males 35-54.
While the prevalence of marriage is high among black males
35-54, the prevalence of divorce and widowhood is low
30
among them. Thus, the proportion of black males 35-54
that are eligible for marriage is low, as compared to
white males. When black females remarry, their mates
tend to be either younger or older. For black females
who are either divorced or widowed, age differences
between their mate is inevitable if they are to remarry.
Methodology
The data source of this thesis comes from 1970 Census
Population. It is based on the total enumeration sample
questions on marital status and a 15 percent sample on
married more than once.
In examining the two hypotheses of this study the
following operational definitions derived from the Bureau
of Census will define the conceptual content of the
hypotheses:
Age is usually determined in completed
years as of the time of enumeration from re
plies to a question on month and year of birth.
(Only year of birth by quarter is actually
carried on census basic records).
Race refers to the division of the popula
tion into white, Negro, and several other racial
categories. These racial categories do not corres
pond to strict scientific divisions of biological
stock.
White population includes persons who indicated
their race as white. Also includes persons who
indicated the "other race" category and furnished
wirtten entries that should correctly be classified
in the white category.
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Negro includes persons who indicated their
race as "Negro or Black." Also includes persons
who indicated the "other race" category and
furnished written entry that should be classi
fied as "Negro or Black."
Marital status-Persons were asked whether
they were "now married," "widowed," "divorced,"
"separated," or "never married."
Ever married-Includes persons married at
the time of enumeration including separated
plus widowed or divorced.
Divorced only-Persons married only once who
were divorced, plus persons married more than
once whose first marriage did not end by the
death of the spouse and who were not divorced.
Widowed only-Persons married only once who
were widowed at the time of enumeration, plus
previously married more than once whose first
marriage ended by the death of the spouse and who
were not divorced.1
The following chapter will test and examine the two
hypotheses of this thesis.
United States Bureau of the Census. 1970 Census
Users Guide. U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington,
D. C, 1970, pp. 96-99.
CHAPTER IV
DATA ANALYSIS
Hypothesis 1, which states, there are not as many
eligible males per divorced or widowed female in the
black population as in the white population, is examined
in Table 4. This Table shows that the number of males
that are eligible for marriage per 100 marriageable
females for blacks and whites. It is clear that up until
age 54 the number of eligible males per eligible female
is greater among whites. There are more white eligible
males for marriage than there are black males. Thus,
the proportion of females that lack eligible mates for
marriage is higher among blacks than whites. Table 4,
therefore, confirms the first hypothesis. After age 54
and over, the proportion of males that are eligible for
marriage is higher among blacks than whites. This varia
tion may be due to the low proportion of black males that
are married and the low proportion of black males that
are divorced as compared to white males. There is little
surprise then, that among young black women whose marriages
have dissolved there is much less probability of finding
an eligible mate than among white females in the same
situation. For ages 30-34 there are fully 69 percent
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Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population,
1970. Marital Status. Final Report PC(2)-4C.
Washington, D. C, 1972. U. S. Government Print
ing Office. Table 1.
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To test the second hypothesis, Tables 5, 6, 7, and 8
are utilized. The second hypothesis states that for women
who have remarried following divorce and widowhood, there
is a much wider divergence in age between spouses in black
remarried couples than in white couples who have likewise
remarried. This would be true because of the lack of
eligibility shown in Table 4. Because of the lack of
eligible males within a female's own age group, mate
selectivity would be more frequently directed toward other
ages-either younger or older among black remarrieds. Table
5 shows the median age differences for husbands under 35
and over 35 among blacks and whites. The Table indicates
that the median age differences among blacks and whites
overall is highest among black husbands than white husbands.
For all ages, the widest median age difference occurs among
couples where the husband has been married more than once
and the wife once. Table 5 shows that as the age of husbands
increase, the median age differences begin to widen among
spouses, especially among blacks. For husbands 35 to 54,
among couples where the wife has been married once and
the husband more than once, black husbands are one year
older than their wives, whereas white husbands are only a
half a year older than their spouses. Table 5 further
indicates that for couples 60 to 61 of this same marital
35
union, black husbands are eight years older than their
wives, while white husbands are seven years older than
their wives. Further pronounced divergence in age is
illustrated for those over 64. According to Table 5 the
proportion of husbands who are older than their wives is
highest among blacks than whites. The findings in Table 5
partially concur with the second hypothesis. For husbands
who are under 35 and over, black husbands have the widest
divergence in age. This means that among black husbands
who have remarried, they are much older than their wives,
than white husbands who have also remarried.
While Table 5 shows the median age difference for
husbands, Table 6 shows the median age differences for
wives between blacks and whites. This Table is more direct
ly relevant to the hypothesis at hand. According to Table
6, much larger variations exist among median age differences
within black and white unions when the wife's age is the
central focus and is definitely in the direction predicted
by the second hypothesis. In remarried unions where the
wife is younger than 35 there is 6.6 years difference be
tween her and her spouse; yet in white unions the difference
is only 5.5 years - a full year in comparison. As age
increases, while the difference within unions decreases




MEDIAN AGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPOUSES IN BLACK AND
WHITE MARITAL UNIONS BY AGE OF HUSBAND, 1970
BLACKS WHITES
HUSBAND UNDER 35 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 35 TO 54 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 55 TO 59 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 60 AND 61 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 62 TO 64 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 65 TO 69 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 70 YEARS OLD AND OVER
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once











































































































































Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population,
1970. Marital Status. Final Report PC(2)-4C.
Washington, D. C, 1972. U. S. Government Printing
Office. Table 11.
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Table 6 indicates that for all age groups, except for
those 70 and over, the proportion of wives that are younger
than their husband is more pronounced among black wives
over white wives. The widest divergence in age for all
marital unions is concentrated among couples where the
husband has been married more than once and the wife once.
For couples 35-54 of this marital union, black wives are
seven years younger than their husbands, while white wives
are a little over six years younger than their husbands.
As age increases, the proportion of black and white wives who
are younger than their husbands begins to decrease. Accord
ing to Table 6, for wives 62-64, among couples where the
husband has been married more than once and the wife once,
both black and white wives are five years younger than
their husbands. Table 6, therefore, indicates that the
proportion of wives that are younger than their husbands,
is higher among black wives than white wives. The find
ings in Table 6 also support the second hypothesis. A
wider divergence in age appears among black wives who have
remarried than white wives.
Table 7 and 8 go further than the median age difference
among the husband and wife, and indicate the percentages of
husbands and wives that are 2 or more years younger than
their spouse; and the percentages of husbands and wives
38
TABLE 6
MEDIAN AGE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SPOUSES IN BLACK AND
WHITE MARITAL UNIONS BY AGE OF WIFE, 1970
BLACKS WHITES
WIFE UNDER 35 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 35 TO 54 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 55 TO 59 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 60 AND 61 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 63 TO 64 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 65 TO 69 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 70 YEARS OLD AND OVER
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once







































































Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population,
1970. Marital Status. Final Report PC(2)-4C.
Washington, D. C, 1972. U. S. Government Printing
Office. Table 11.
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that are 5 years and older than their spouses. Table 7
shows the percentages of husbands that are either 2 or
more years younger, and 5 or more years older than their
wives. The distribution of percents range from husbands
under 35 years old and over. According to Table 7 the
proportion of husbands that are 2 or more years younger
than their wives is highest among couples where the wife
has married more than once and the husband once. This
finding is true for both races. The highest age divergence
for this marital union is found among couples under 35. The
proportion of white husbands that are younger than their wives
is 41 percent, whereas the proportion of white husbands
that are younger than their wives is 34 percent. According
to Table 7, a decrease occurs in the proportion of husbands
younger than their wives as age increases.
On the other hand, the proportion of husbands 5 or more
years older than their wives is highest among couples where
the husband has been married more than once and the wife
once. Rates for this marital union are as high as 79 percent
for black husbands, and 75 percent for white husbands, who
are 5 or more years older than their wives. Table 7 indi
cates that the proportion of husbands 5 or more years older
than their wives increases with increasing age among both
races. Table 7 provides additional confirmation of the
TABLE 7
AGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPOUSES FOR BLACK AND WHITE MARITAL
UNIONS BY AGE OF HUSBAND, 1970
Husband 2 or More
Years Younger
Husband 5 Years Old
and Older
Black White Black White
HUSBAND UNDER 35 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 35 TO 54 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 55 TO 59 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 60 AND 61 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 62 TO 64 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once






































































































Husband 2 or More
Years Younger
Husband 5 Years Old
and Older
Black White Black White
HUSBAND 65 TO 69 YEARS OLD
Husband more than once, wife once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
HUSBAND 70 YEARS OLD AND OVER
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once









































Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, 1970, Marital Status,
Final Report PC(2)-4C. Washington, D. C, 1972. U. S. Government
Printing Office. Table 11.
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second hypothesis. It indicates that the proportion of
husbands that are 2 or more years younger than their wives
is higher among blacks than whites. It also indicates that
the proportion of husbands that are 5 or more years older
than their wives is higher for blacks than whites. Thus,
a wider divergence in age exists among blacks that remarry
than among whites that likewise remarry.
Table 8 shows the percentages of wives whose husbands
are 2 or more years younger than them; and wives whose
husbands are 5 or more years older than tham. The distribution
of percents are based on black and white wives who are under
35 years old and over. The proportion of wives whose hus
bands are 2 or more years younger than them is highest among
couples where the wife has married more than once and the
husband once. Again, the same findings for husbands coincide
with the findings for the wives. The most pronounced pro
portion of wives whose husbands are 2 or more years younger
than them is found among couples 70 and over. The proportion
of black wives whose husbands are 2 or more years younger
than them is one half for those 70 and over, while it is
48 percent for white wives. Table 8 indicates that for
couples 55-61 where the wife has married more than once
and the husband once, rates are the same for both races.
For this marital union the proportion of black and white
43
wives whose husbands are 2 or more years younger than them
is 37 percent. For wives whose husbands are 5 or more years
older than them, rates are highest among couples where the
husband has been married more than once and the wife once.
Rates for this marital union are as high as 67 percent for
black wives, and 65 percent for white wives. High rates
are also found among couples where both spouses have been
married more than once. Rates for this marital union peak
as high as 71 percent for black wives, and 55 percent for
white wives. Table 8 indicates that for all marital unions,
rates are basically the same for both races whose husbands
are 5 or more years older than their wives. Table 8 also
confirms the second hypothesis. Its findings provide a further
illustration, that a wider divergence in age definitely occurs
among black wives that remarry over white wives. Overall,
Table 8 indicates that up until age 70, the proportion
of husbands 2 or more years younger than their wives is
higher among blacks than whites. On the other hand, Table
8 also indicates that the proportion of husbands 5 years
and older than their wives is also higher among black wives
than white wives.
Tables 5, 6, 7, and 8 all generally confirm the second
hypothesis, that for women who have remarried following
divorce and widowhood, there is a much wider divergence in
TABLE 8
AGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPOUSES FOR BLACK AND WHITE MARITAL
UNIONS BY AGE OF WIFE, 1970
WIFE UNDER 35 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 35 TO 54 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 55 TO 59 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 60 AND 61 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 62 TO 64 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once











































































































































Husband 2 or More
Years Younger
Husband 5 Years Old
and Older
Black White Black White
WIFE 65 TO 69 YEARS OLD
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once
Both married only once
WIFE 70 YEARS OLD AND OLDER
Husband once, wife more than once
Husband more than once, wife once
Both married more than once









































Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, 1970, Marital Status,
Final Report PC(2)-4C. Washington, D. C, 1972. U. S. Government
Printing Office. Table 11.
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age between spouses in black remarried couples than in white
couples who have likewise remarried. This suggests the
possibility that remarriage is more difficult for black
females than white females. This chapter and data analysis
have shown that for divorced couples who decide to remarry,
mate selection is a problem that is becoming increasingly
prevalent among black females. Data analysis have indi
cated that because of mate selection among black females,
the proportion of husbands that are much older or younger





This study has extended the research compiled on
divorce between blacks and whites. It concurs with all
of the major studies that divorce is more prevalent among
blacks than whites. The findings of this study indicate
that the prevalence of divorce is affected by the inci
dence of divorce and remarriage. Most of the studies
compiled on divorce focus on the incidence rather than
its prevalence. While the incidence refers to how
frequent divorce occurs, prevalence refers to the fre
quency of divorce status. The incidence of divorce is
affected by such variables as education, income, socio-
economic status, age and sex. The information available
on factors relating to the incidence of divorce was very
abundant. This study indicates findings that were con
clusive with the previous studies done on divorce.
Two hypotheses were investigated in this study. They
are as follows: (1) There are not as many eligible males
per divorced or widowed females in the black population as
in the white population; and (2) For women who have re
married following divorce and widowhood, there is a much
47
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wider divergence in age between spouses in black remarried
couples than in white couples who have likewise remarried.
The first hypothesis has proven to be true. This
study indicates that the proportion of eligible males per
eligible females is definitely higher among whites than
blacks. Black females lack eligible partners more than
white females. The second hypothesis of this study has
also proven to be true. The findings of this study point
to a pronounced divergence in age among blacks that remarry
than among whites. While there are not enough eligible
black males per eligible females, for those that do decide
to marry their husbands are either much older than them, or
younger. The findings of this study emphasize that a
higher proportion of black females than white females
marry men who are much older or younger than them.
Conclusions
In conclusion, divorce is becoming increasingly preva
lent among both blacks and whites. However, the future
outlook reveals a continuing high prevalence of divorce
among blacks over whites. In addition, the problems of
age divergence as well as the number of eligible mates will
also be a part of the future for divorced people. All
available evidence seems to suggest that the future outlook
for divorce is an upward trend.
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